
Children  
can strangle 
themselves on 
curtain and blind 
cords. Making 
your curtains 
and blinds safe is 
cheap and easy

Information including advice (“information”) provided in this brochure is given 
in good faith and solely on the basis that you are responsible for making your 
own assessment of it and that you obtain your own independent advice with 
respect to matters relevant to you regarding the safe use of curtains and blinds. 
The information should not be construed to waive any legal obligations of entities 
including manufacturers, wholesalers or retailers of curtains and blinds.

The State of Western Australia and its servants expressly disclaim any liability 
and responsibility for the information contained in this brochure. You/ each reader/ 
each person who relies on the information waives and releases the State of 
Western Australia and its servants to the full extent permitted by law from any 
and all claims relating to the use of the information.  In no event shall the State of 
Western Australia and its servants be liable for any injury, loss or damage resulting 
from the use of information.  The State of Western Australia and its servants 
do not accept liability for any injury, loss or damage incurred by reliance on the 
information.

This publication may not be reproduced or copied, except with the express 
permission of the Department of Consumer and Employment Protection.

For product safety advice contact:

Department of Consumer and Employment Protection 

Consumer Protection Advice Line 1300 30 40 54 

(for the cost of a local call statewide) 

8.30am - 5.00pm weekdays

  

Department of Consumer and Employment Protection 
Forrest Centre 
219 St Georges Terrace 
Perth, Western Australia 6000

Locked Bag 14, Cloisters Square, Western Australia 6850

Administration: (08) 9282 0777 
Fax: (08) 9282 0850 
National Relay Service: 13 36 77 
Website: www.docep.wa.gov.au 
Email: consumer@docep.wa.gov.au

Great Southern (08) 9842 8366
South-West   (08) 9722 2888
Mid-West   (08) 9964 5644
Goldfields/Esperance (08) 9021 5966
North-West   (08) 9185 0900
Kimberley   (08) 9169 2811 
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Making your existing curtains and blinds safe

 Cords ending in a loop are particularly risky. Cut the cord 
to get rid of the loop* and install tassels (see illustration 
B).  Cords should end at least 1.6 metres above the 
ground so children cannot reach them.

 Replace cords with curtain or blind wands.

 Where cords cannot be cut (for example with some 
vertical blinds) a tie down or tension device can be 
used to pull the cord tight and secure it to the floor or 
wall (see illustration A).

 Never put a cot, bed, high chair or playpen near a 
window or patio door where a child can reach a curtain 
or blind cord.

 Keep sofas, chairs, tables, shelves or bookcases away 
from windows to prevent children climbing up and 
reaching curtain or blind cords.

New blinds and curtains

From April 2004, the following mandatory safety standards 
apply for the supply and installation of corded internal 
window coverings: 

 looped cords must end more than 1.6 metres from the 
base of a blind or curtain when in a lowered position;

OR

 a tie down or tension device to pull the cord tight and 
secure it to the wall or floor must be supplied and 
installed on vertical blinds and draperies that need a 
continuous loop that is less than 1.6 metres from the 
base of the window;

 a warning label and tag must be included; and

 where the window covering is to be installed by a 
consumer, written installation instructions for both the 
covering and any safety devices must also be supplied.

Products supplied or installed after April 2004 must comply 
with the new mandatory standard for internal curtain and 
blind cords. If you have purchased a new product after 
that date that does not comply with the standard, please 
contact Consumer Protection on 1300 30 40 54.

Making your 
curtains and 
blinds safe is 
cheap and easy.

VERTICAL BLINDS

A special tie-down device can 
be used for vertical blinds with 
continuous loop cords.

!

Curtain and blind cords can be a real 

danger to your children. Children can get 

caught in the cords and be strangled. This 

can happen when the cords are too long 

or they end in a loop, and when furniture 

or bedding is too close to windows. 

Making your curtains and blinds 

safe is cheap and easy.

Check all the blinds and curtains in 

your home and then follow these tips 

to remove any hazards permanently.

NOTE

Knotting or tying the cords 
together is NOT recommended 
because this creates a new 
loop in which a child could 
become entangled.

!

REMOVE EQUALIZER BUCKLE

KNOT CORD TO HOLD TASSEL

*  YOU WILL NEED TO ENSURE THAT THE BLIND WILL CONTINUE TO BE 

OPERATIONAL IF ADJUSTED.

 You can get the above products from hardware stores and curtain shops.
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