For product safety advice contact:

Department of Consumer and Employment Protection
Consumer Protection Advice Line 1300 30 40 54

(for the cost of a local call statewide)

8.30am - 5.00pm weekdays

Product Safety Unit: 9282 4319

Department of Consumer and Employment Protection
Forrest Centre

219 St Georges Terrace

Perth, Western Australia 6000

Locked Bag 14, Cloisters Square, Western Australia 6850

Administration: (08) 9282 0777
Fax: (08) 9282 0850

TTY: (08) 9282 0800

Website: www.docep.wa.gov.au
Email: consumer@docep.wa.gov.au

Great Southern (08) 9842 8366
South-West (08) 9722 2888
Mid-West (08) 9964 5644
Goldfields/Esperance  (08) 9021 5966

North-West (08) 9185 0900

This publication is available on request in other formats to
assist people with special needs.

(=]
O
O
oo
~N
-
~
=
c

>

(03]

o
=3
~
w1
o
o
(=]

Department of Consumer
and Employment Protection

Information including advice (“information”) provided in this brochure is given
in good faith and solely on the basis that you are responsible for making your
own assessment of it and that you obtain your own independent advice with
respect to matters relevant to you regarding the safe use of skimmer boxes. The
information should not be construed to waive any legal obligations of entities
including manufacturers, wholesalers or retailers of skimmer boxes.

The State of Western Australia and its servants expressly disclaim any liability

and responsibility for the information contained in this brochure. You/ each reader/
each person who relies on the information waives and releases the State of
Western Australia and its servants to the full extent permitted by law from any

and all claims relating to the use of the information. In no event shall the State of
Western Australia and its servants be liable for any injury, loss or damage resulting
from the use of information. The State of Western Australia and its servants

do not accept liability for any injury, loss or damage incurred by reliance on the
information. This publication may not be reproduced or copied, except with the
express permission of the Department of Consumer and Employment Protection.

SAFETY FOR KIDS
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Skimmer boxes

Skimmer boxes —
the hidden backyard killers

In the past children have received fatal or serious

injuries as a result of sitting in a pool’s skimmer box.

Skimmer boxes can often be found at the side
of swimming pools or spas and may look like a
potty or seat to a small child. They are designed
to help remove material, including leaves and
dirt, from the water.

Uncovered skimmer boxes are a safety hazard
for small children.

If a child sits in an uncovered skimmer box, the
immense suction of the pool’s filter pump forms
an instant seal between a child’s bottom and the
edge of the skimmer box resulting in horrific, and
sometimes fatal, injuries.

In October 1988, the Commissioner for Fair
Trading introduced a Product Safety Order to
ensure that all newly installed pools and spas
have safe skimmer boxes. However, skimmer
boxes installed prior to 1988 may be unsafe.

Secondhand fibreglass pools moved from an old
to a new location could also be unsafe if they
were manufactured prior to 1988.

How can you tell if your skimmer box is safe?

If your pool or spa was installed after October
1988, you should have one of the new style,
safe skimmer boxes.

They have a permanently fastened cover and a
safety skirt so a child can't sit in the box.

However, if your pool is old or second hand,
there is a risk that the pool in your backyard is a
potential killer.

Older-style skimmer boxes installed prior to
October 1988 should be fitted with an approved
safety device.

How can you make sure your skimmer box is safe?

If you think your skimmer box is unsafe, take
the following action immediately:

buy a low cost conversion kit, which is
available from local swimming pool suppliers;
or

place a bar or other fitting over the skimmer
box to prevent children from sitting in the
box; or

permanently fix the cover over the skimmer
box so it can only be removed using a tool.



